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Can Christians transform 
conflict into opportunity?  

Come learn how. 
The Colossian Forum was called into being to find a new 

way through the wide range of divisive questions facing the 
church. We want to share what we’ve learned with you. 

Knowing that all things hold together in Christ (Colos-
sians 1:17), we need not be afraid of the raging battles over 
evolution, the deep hurt and silence over sexuality, and the 
seething anger over politics. What if we could face into these 
important questions without fear, as part of our worship, 
our discipleship, and our testimony to Christ’s gospel? We 
have everything we need, not to settle the questions once-
and-for-all, but to learn faithfulness in the present. These 
challenging issues can draw us into new ways to testify to 
the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. 

Should we condemn or celebrate same-sex marriage? 
Should we listen to the Bible’s creation story or to main-
stream scientific accounts of origins? When these questions 
come up, the heat soars, listening ears are hard to find, and 
thoughtful Christians are left distressed at the brokenness of 
Christ’s body, the departure of many young people from the 
church, and our needless and justifiable disrepute before 
the world. 

We know we can do better. We have experienced it and 
we can help you to lead your communities in a better way. 
We can praise God with hope as these problems offer us 
opportunities for being transformed into the likeness of 
Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit.  

Learning Objectives 
The Colossian Forum has been developing the concept of 

transforming divisiveness into discipleship for several years. 
Our basic structure is a Colossian Forum: a worshipful 
space where difference and distress can be faced in the 
presence of God. While always imperfect and risky, these 
forums have been astonishing. When we invite forum par-
ticipants to pursue Christian virtue in the midst of conflict, 
we often see combative polarization transformed into chari-
ty, thoughtfulness, and newly discovered truth. 

We are now offering training for people who want to learn 
this practice and serve their own communities in the dis-
tress of controversy. 

When you have successfully completed this course and its 
follow-on activities, you will have gained: 

• A practical and practiced expectation for the Holy 
Spirit’s work of grace in the midst of conflict 

• A confident ability to create a worshipful space where 
Christians can love each other in the midst of differ-
ence 

• An ability to lead a “listening forum” within your own 
community where fear can be transformed into hope 

• An experience of leading a four-session forum series 
within your community on a topic of importance to 
the participants where a divisive issue has unified 
and deepened the group 

• A place within a community of Christian leaders who 
are engaging this work in Michigan-Indiana 

Is This For You? 
This training class is for thoughtful Christians who are 

distressed by the way we typically engage difficult and divi-
sive topics. If you are drawn to provide leadership by creat-
ing a space for new kinds of conversations within your 
community, this class is for you. 

Participants in the forum leader training class will be ex-
pected to attend two six-hour training sessions. Between the 
two sessions, participants will be expected to gather a small 
group and lead a “listening forum.” We will share our expe-
riences in class. 

After the class ends, participants will be equipped to lead 
a series of four forums with their small group. Class partici-
pants will be expected to lead such a forum series within six 
months of the end of the course and write a reflection on the 
experience. 

Doing this work will require courage, maturity, and com-
mitment. We will support you through the adventure. The 
course fee is $50 to cover expenses and to make your com-
mitment concrete. Financial aid is available. 

The Sessions 
Classes will meet in the offices of The Colossian Forum 

(940 Monroe Ave. NW) from 2 to 8 pm. Dinner will be 
provided. 

Thu Oct 16: Conflict as Opportunity 
 Leading a “Listening Forum” 
 Regulating Distress 
Tue Nov 11: Self-Awareness in Conflict 
 Engaging Fear 
 Mini-Forum Exercise 

Registration 
Please register by email (admin@colossianforum.org) or 

telephone (616.328.6016). The registration deadline is 
Friday, October 10. Spaces are limited. 

Our Prayer 
That through the practice of loving God and our neigh-

bors in the midst of difficult and divisive questions, we may 
truly grow in our capacity to pursue truth with love. 

Questions 
Contact Rob Barrett (rbarrett@colossianforum.org). 


