
LIKE THE NEW LOOK? TELL US.  
admin@colossianforum.org

Difficult questions face us on all 
sides. We often avoid them, argue 
about them, and divide over them. 
Is there a way beyond apathy or 
argument, division or tolerance to 
discipleship and faithfulness?

Yes. That may seem like an auda-
cious answer, but we believe there is 
a way through difficult questions to 
discipleship and faithfulness.

The Colossian Way is a small group 
curriculum series designed to help 
Christians of all ages who disagree 
to engage difficult questions in ways 
that build up love of God and love 
of neighbor. By gathering Christians 
who disagree, confessing that all 
things hold together in Christ  

(Colossians 1:17), bringing our 
difficulties before God in prayer, 
listening to varied experts on the 
topics being discussed, attending to 
Scripture and the resources of the 
faith, and learning to listen across 
difference, we can trust the Holy 
Spirit to transform us into the image 
of Christ.

It’s not easy. We know that. It takes 
practice. In fact, it takes practices—
Christian virtues. And what are 
these virtues? In her book Living 
into Community, Christine Pohl says 
that they are “the relational dynam-
ics of grace and truth” (p. 7). They 
are, in other words, lived out, and 
they’re lived out in community. 

Over the course of the next seven 
months, ten communities across  
the country will be piloting two 
versions of The Colossian Way small 
group curriculum—one dealing 
with origins and another with 
sexuality. These small groups will 
have the opportunity to cultivate 
practices, and then, having done so, 
to practice on difficult questions. The 
result: information and formation, 
truth and love held together.

Will you pray with us for these 
groups as they seek to cultivate 
practices rooted in Christian  
community so that they can handle 
difficult questions well? 
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 TCF’s work with divisive issues 
assumes we are all Christians. What 
if that doesn’t seem to be true? 

A  Most of the time, we clearly 
recognize one another as family in 
Christ as we pray, read Scripture, 
and work together on difficult issues. 
But then a question arises. Someone 
whispers, “Did you hear that? A real 
Christian wouldn’t say that.”

Now what? Do we take him at his 
word that he’s a Christian? What do 
we do with our doubt? It wouldn’t 
be honest or loving to overlook the 
concern. This is an issue of being 
part of Jesus’ kingdom after all.

In the preface to Mere Christianity, 
C.S. Lewis writes about such situa-
tions that “it is much clearer to say he 
is a bad Christian than to say he is 
not a Christian.” Rather than jump-
ing to exclude him from the circle of 
faith, shouldn’t we try to help him 
better live out the faith he confesses? 
Wouldn’t I want the same when I 
inevitably do or say something out-
of-step with my faith?

Sometimes the tension is so strong 
that the pointed question needs to 
be asked: “I don’t know how you 
can claim to be a follower of Jesus 
and say that. Can you explain?” 
This gets us talking about Jesus, 
which is good. That conversation 
usually leads to rediscovering a 
common family bond. But, if not, I 
am duty-bound to pray for him all 
the more.

A real life example
We were discussing homosexuality 
and tensions were high. Several 
forum participants were saying the 
Bible is clear and our Christian duty 
demands we submit to its teaching.

For one person—scarred by a pastor 
who had claimed to know God’s mind 
and used it to harm others—a demand 
to submit to the leader’s interpretation 
of Scripture was a huge red flag. The 
concern came out as, “I don’t agree 
with your view of Scripture.”

Days later, the conflict resurfaced 
in private. “Submitting to Scripture 
is fundamental. A real Christian 
wouldn’t resist that.” 

If these sides came together and 
shared stories, they’d recognize both 
are straining to resist evil. An evil 
of disregarding God’s revelation and 
an evil of preying on the vulnerable. 
Moving from fear to faithful Christian 
love, even for weathered Christian 
leaders, requires a willingness to 
enter frightening places of listening 
with humility and patience, and the 
courage to speak honestly. We can’t 
afford the easy path of assuming, 
accusing and distancing. Especially 
behind the other’s back.

An exercise
Think of someone you care about 
who claims the name of Christ yet 
behaves or speaks in ways that seem 
to contradict it. First, be sure you’ve 
walked alongside them long enough 
that they know you love them. Then, 
pray about humbly exploring this 
apparent contradiction together.
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TCF Accredited by National  
Financial Accountability Organization
We are pleased to announce that 
TCF has received accreditation 
from the ECFA (Evangelical Council 
for Financial Accountability) for 
faithfully demonstrating compliance 
with the Seven Standards of Respon-
sible Stewardship™, including finan-
cial accountability, transparency, 
sound board governance, and ethical 
fundraising. 

TCF now joins a growing number 
of churches and Christian ministries 

across America that have earned the 
right to display the ECFA seal. While 
TCF has always emphasized the im-
portance of stewarding the resources 
that allow us to accomplish our 
mission, we hope this accreditation 
will create even more opportunities 
for our work to grow. 

Thank you for investing in us 
through your prayers and financial 
contributions over the past several 
years. We ask that you please consider  

supporting our 2016 goals as we 
develop training and curriculum  
for our new church-based program, 
The Colossian Way. 

 “We are pleased to accredit a ministry 
committed to facilitating dialogue 
on divisive topics and approaching 
differing perspectives as opportu-
nities to build community, expand 
knowledge, and deepen faith,” said 
Dan Busby, president of the ECFA.

A New Adventure for Lori Wilson
In September, Communications 
Manager Lori Wilson ended her 
tenure at TCF in order to pursue 
God’s calling for her and her family 
in Colorado. We’ve been richly 
blessed during Lori’s four years as 
part of our team! She joined TCF 
soon after it was founded in 2011 
and has been a significant part of 
our growth and development. We 
are deeply grateful for her service 
and she will be greatly missed.

Although Lori has left employment 
at TCF, we are pleased to announce 
that she will continue partnering 
with us by serving in a freelance 
capacity managing our FAST (Faith 
and Science Teaching) Project. She 
began this project last year and was 
excited to continue working with 
our remarkable team of high school 
educators developing a creative, 
effective web-based teaching tool at 
the intersection of faith and science.

In her farewell blog, Lori noted, 
“We’ll miss the big lake, but look 
forward to waking up every morn-
ing in the shadow of the Rocky 
Mountains. Do stop by if you’re ever 
in the neighborhood.” Lori, you can 
be assured we will! 

Please join us in celebrating Lori 
and wishing her well in this new 
adventure.

left: All things hold together in Christ. (Col. 1:17)   right: We wish you well, Lori, as you follow God’s call to a new adventure.
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Trapped in an airport by yet another 
canceled !ight, I couldn’t escape 
listening to a presidential debate. 
Perhaps I was just distracted, but 
I couldn’t make sense of what the 
candidates were actually for. I 
recalled the words of W.B. Yeats’ 
poem, The Second Coming: 

Things fall apart; the center 
 cannot hold;

Mere anarchy is loosed upon 
 the world…

The best lack all conviction, 
 while the worst   

Are full of passionate intensity.

Passionate intensity the candidates 
clearly had. 

Strangers gathered around the tele-
vision to listen, then comment, and 
eventually engage one another with 
surprising grace. Drawn together 
by the con!ict between politicians 
and pundits, this group of strangers 
moved beyond it—but to what?

We gathered as young and old, rich 
and poor, black and white, male 
and female to ask together, “Dare we 
hope? Will the center hold?” This 
question offers Christians an oppor-
tunity to embody a truth not readily 
available to pundits and politicians. 
What if, instead of "ghting for our 
liberal or conservative ideologies, 
we laid them down, along with 
our lives, for those we’ve become 
accustomed to seeing as our enemies 
trusting that the center will hold 
together in Christ?  

Sounds nice, beautiful even, but is 
it possible? Not without a miracle, 
but Jesus is in the miracle business. 
And that’s exactly what we’re see-
ing unfold as courageous churches 
take on The Colossian Way—a bold 
initiative inviting believers to face 
into pressing cultural con!icts with 
the expectation that by laying down 
their lives for each other, God will 
act in new and powerful ways in 
their midst. We believe that such 
risky faithfulness can offer the 
hope so many long for. Please pray 
for them, and us, as we take on this 
adventure together. And we’ll give 
you news along the way!

Peace of Christ,

Michael Gulker 
President
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