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Dear Friends,

At our Christmas Open House this year, one of our 
guests responded to our question “What was an ‘a-ha’ 
moment for you in 2015?” with this answer:

Eureka! I’ve found it—an organization making John 
17:23 more of a reality. Thanks be to God for TCF.  

We are deeply grateful to participate in this work of 
helping Christians live into the unity made possible 
by Christ, witnessing to the love of the Father through 
the Son (John 17:23). As we look ahead to our fifth 
anniversary in 2016, we are humbled when we 
consider all that has transpired these first five years. 
We are thankful for our many partners who entered 
into this work with us and we want to share a few of 
the highlights from 2015:

• Evolution and Christian Faith Project: In March, we 
hosted a gathering of almost 100 Christian scholars, 
church leaders, and students seeking to faithfully 
reimagine the intersection of evolution and the fall. 
The event was the culmination of our three-year 
research project designed to help the church wrestle 
with theological implications of contemporary 
scientific research. We are thrilled that the plenary 
papers presented at our gathering will be published 
by Eerdmans in late 2016, which will significantly 
broaden the reach of the ideas generated through 
this project.

• Faith and Science Teaching (FAST): We continued 
our efforts to develop a faith and science online 

resource for high school Bible and science teachers. 
TeachFASTly.com invites teachers and students 
to go beyond the competing truth claims made by 
science and religion to the practices underlying both 
disciplines, exploring how each can better cultivate 
love of God and neighbor. The website will launch 
at the end of 2016 and be a significant resource for 
thousands of teachers across the globe. 

• The Colossian Way: During the year, we launched 
this new initiative inviting Christians of all ages 
(in the context of a small group in their church 
or school) to engage difficult questions in ways 
that build up the body and transform occasions of 
disagreement into opportunities for discipleship. 
In December, ten churches and schools across 
the country began a pilot of The Colossian Way 
curriculum. We are excited that The Colossian Way 
(www.colossianway.org) is inviting believers into 
a new way of engaging divisive issues within their 
local context, and look forward to sharing stories 
from this work in the new year.

These are just three of the many highlights of a 
busy 2015. As we consider these efforts and all 
that transpired during the year, we marvel at God’s 
multiplying work through our ministry. In our first 
five years, The Colossian Forum hosted approximately 
90 forums. By the end of the six-month pilot period for 
The Colossian Way initiative in May 2016, we will have 
more than doubled that number! This is a wonderful 
season of growth and we’re grateful to partner with so 
many brothers and sisters who are helping carry

forward the message that all things truly do hold 
together in Christ (Col. 1:17).

Beyond an increase in forums, our message is poised to 
capture the interest of an even wider circle of believers 
through the popular press. We are crafting several new 
books that will share the miracles we have witnessed 
over our first five years of ministry. The first will be 
a vision-casting book featuring TCF’s unique story 
of engaging conflict as an opportunity for spiritual 
growth; and the second will be a story of unlikely 
friendship co-authored by two Christian scientists 
with vastly differing views on human origins. These 
books will come alongside the launch of TeachFASTly.
com and The Colossian Way initiative as our major 
projects in 2016.

We deeply appreciated your prayers and support in 
2015 as we engaged even more Christians desperate for 
hope and a way forward in engaging issues that divide 
us. We ask you to again join with us in praying that 
the Lord of the harvest will bring in a bountiful yield 
of hope as we continue our efforts in 2016 and beyond. 
Thank you for participating with us in this ministry.

In Christ,

Michael Gulker

President



2015 Timeline Highlights

June: FAST Summer Workshop

“It was like the best kind of ‘senior seminar,’ reviewing, extending, and applying all I have learned about faith and 
learning over my 37 years in Christian schools. What I learned through the FAST project transformed the way I talk 
about, write about, and train our faculty to think about faith and learning. It is no longer a merely cognitive project.”

- Mark Witwer 

June: TCF hosts forum on Origins and Sexuality at Western Theological Seminary

“This changed my perspective--I now see conflict as opportunity!” 
“Thank you. Really. Please don’t stop.”  - Forum participants

October: The Colossian Way Pilot Training for 20 small group leaders

“I want to walk The Colossian Way, learning to broaden and deepen my faith in everyday, practical, relational ways. I 
want to sharpen my skills for engaging in conflict, relating across difference, and guiding others to do the same. More 
than for myself, though, I want to invite others into this process in hopes that our work, local and small as it may be, 
may touch some of the Church’s deep wounds in healing ways.” - Jenell Paris, pilot leader for The Colossian Way

November-December: The Colossian Way small group curriculum on origins and sexuality shipped 
to pilot groups

March: Evolution and Christian Faith Conference at Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary

“My confidence in the Christian tradition remains unchanged, but my sense of the significance of the questions and 
the need for responsible dialogue has been deepened.” - Response from a conference participant
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