
We’re thrilled to introduce you to 
the brand new website for The 
Colossian Way! You can visit it at 
www.colossianway.org and read 
more about wicked problems 
and Christian virtues, and see 
how they fit together. There’s a 
fantastic video for you to watch 
(and share, if you’re so inclined), 
plus stories from the groups 
piloting The Colossian Way in
their churches and schools. 

Check it out at
www.colossianway.org. 

Difficult questions face us on all sides. 

Origins? Sexuality? The list is long 

and satisfying answers are in short 

supply. Why does it so often seem that 

we’ve lost our way? 

Because not all problems are created 

equal. Some problems are tame. Tame 

problems can be defined, and solved 

to everyone’s satisfaction. Get a man to 

the moon? Check. But not all problems 

are like that. Some problems are hard 

to define, and therefore hard to solve. 

These problems aren’t tame. They’re 

wicked, as in wicked hard. Wicked 

problems aren’t solved with more 

information alone. They’re solved by 

staying in the game. They’re not so 

much answered as addressed.

That’s why we invited ten groups to 

pilot The Colossian Way, a series of 

curricula that enables small groups 

in churches and schools to face into a 

divisive topic like origins or sexuality 

in an effort to move beyond diversity, 

holding truth and love together. 

More specifically, the goals of the 

curriculum are to: 1) pursue truth 

by engaging difficult problems, 2) 

practice loving God and neighbor 

amidst difficulties, and 3) witness the 

body of Christ held together. 

The pilot groups include: All 

Souls Church (Knoxville, TN); 

Calvary Christian Reformed 

Church (Wyoming, MI); Campus 

Edge Fellowship (East Lansing, 

MI); Fellowship Reformed Church 

(Holland, MI); First Baptist Church 

(Jackson, TN); First United Methodist 

Church (Mechanicsburg, PA); Front 

Range Christian School (Littleton, 

CO); Pillar Church (Holland, MI); 

Sherman Street Church (Grand 

Rapids, MI); and Southside Vineyard 

(Wyoming, MI). 

Over the course of the next five 

months, you can read their stories at 

www.colossianway.org.

W i n t e r  2 0 1 6

The
Colossian 
Way Pilots 
Launched



Let Sleeping 
Dogs Lie?

Q

f r e q u e n t l y  
a s k e d  q u e s t i o n s

A

 Why open up divisive issues? 
Shouldn’t we let sleeping dogs lie? 

 We developed The Colossian 

Way (www.colossianway.org) to 

build disciples and witnesses 

by engaging divisive questions. 

The idea has been received 

enthusiastically, but also cautiously. 

After all, divisive issues can 

be…divisive. Some ask, “Why 

intentionally kick a hornet’s nest? 

Asking those questions could split 

our church.”

Yes, asking hard questions can be 

risky, but we also know that it’s 

worth taking some prudent risks 

to grow faith. We send youth on 

mission trips in order to stretch 

young faith, reveal God in new 

ways and set up patterns of service 

that will last a lifetime. We send 

out our youth knowing they are 

taking measured risks, but also 

recognizing that the benefits are 

well worth it. 

Likewise, it can be risky to open up 

difficult questions at church. It can 

be stretching and intense. It moves 

people out of their comfort zones, 

where reliance upon God becomes 

less of an option and more of a 

necessity. It deepens disciples and 

settles them more firmly in their 

convictions. 

Isn’t this backwards? Don’t 

pressured, controversial questions 

unsettle us, especially when we 

can’t find an easy path through? 

In some ways, yes, but easy answers 

to truly complex questions are 

usually wrong. We float along, 

naively trusting the simple answers 

that go down smoothly. We assume 

the other side is worldly or deluded. 

We live in a fantasyland where 

our position has no problems. 

This leaves us vulnerable to 

disillusionment when we discover 

things aren’t as simple as we 

imagined.

In order to move from gut opinion 

to settled, wise judgment, we need 

to do the hard work of facing into 

the complexity of the issues. We 

need to do this together, so that 

our different God-given gifts can 

complement one another. We need 

to do it in love and unity, and 

according to the pattern of the cross. 

The apostle Paul describes what 

then happens: “We will no longer be 

infants, tossed back and forth by the 

waves, and blown here and there by 

every wind of teaching and by the 

cunning and craftiness of people in 

their deceitful scheming. Instead, 

speaking the truth in love, we will 

grow to become in every respect 

the mature body of him who is the 

head, that is, Christ” (Ephesians 

4:14-15).

In developing The Colossian Way, 

we met with the leaders of a church 

that had already fallen apart over 

sexuality questions. As painful as 

their experience was, they didn’t 

say, “I wish we had never brought 

it up.” No, they joined our pilot 

program in order to dive more 

deeply into these questions, to seek 

God’s healing and to prepare them 

for the difficult questions that will 

arise wherever God leads them next. 

Is asking divisive questions risky? 

Yes, but don’t we want to grow into 

maturity?

Further Reading: “The Seven
Stages of Public Opinion” at 
www.publicagenda.org/pages/
seven-stages-public-opinion



LIKE THE NEW LOOK? TELL US.  
admin@colossianforum.org

r i ght: Welcome Jennifer Vander Molen to our s taf f team.

A New Face at the Forum

It’s Time to Refresh and Celebrate!

In late November, The Colossian Forum 

welcomed Jennifer Vander Molen as 

our new manager of communications. 

Jennifer previously served on the web 

communication team of the Reformed 

Church in America for the past 7 years. 

She also worked in communications at 

a church in Des Moines, Iowa, and as a 

newspaper editor.

Jennifer oversees the communication 

strategy and initiatives at The 

Colossian Forum, including digital and 

print, and is responsible for much of 

the musical ambience and loose leaf tea 

in the TCF office.

When not exploring new social media 

channels, Jennifer can be found 

extolling the virtues of knitting, the 

value and potential of people and 

plotting visits to far-flung family 

members. 

You can reach her at jvandermolen@

colossianforum.org, via phone at 616-

987-0367, or tweet her @jennifervm. 

Welcome, Jennifer!

We have a number of exciting things 

happening at The Colossian Forum 

for you to look forward to in 2016:

C e l e b r a t i n g  5  y e a r s
We celebrated our 5th birthday 

in February and are humbled and 

excited about the next steps in our 

journey. We’ll be sharing stories 

and milestones throughout 2016 

in the newsletter, on our blog 

(colossianforum.org/blog), and on 

our Facebook page (Facebook.com/

TheColossianForum). 

Thank you for your prayers, support 

and encouragement over these past 

five years. We couldn’t have made 

it this far without you, and look 

forward to walking alongside you 

as we continue to bring a message 

of reconciliation and hope to our 

church.

N e w  l o g o  a n d  t a g l i n e
The Colossian Forum has grown 

since we started five years ago. When 

we launched, our main emphasis 

was on faith and science questions. 

Since then, we’ve broadened our 

focus to engage a variety of divisive 

cultural issues as an opportunity 

for spiritual growth. As such, we 

felt it was time to refresh our logo 

and tagline to reflect our expanded 

vision. We’re just finishing the 

design phase, so keep your eyes 

peeled for a new look coming soon 

in our prayer letters and in the next 

newsletter!

W e b s i t e  r e v a m p
Along with a new logo and tagline, 

we’re overhauling our website to 

reflect the expanded vision of The 

Colossian Forum and to better 

integrate with our new website 

for The Colossian Way (www.

colossianway.org). The updated TCF 

site will be fully responsive, mobile-

friendly and full of the quality 

insights and resources you expect 

from us. Look for it soon!
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The Giant Himalayan Lily has one 
of the longest growing seasons of 
any plant or flower. The Cardiocrinum 
giganteum spends most of its life as a 
nondescript gathering of shiny leaves, 
but after 5-7 years, it shoots up almost 
10 feet and then produces lovely, 
trumpet-shaped flowers.

That feels a bit like our growth at 
The Colossian Forum as we enter 
our fifth year. We’re growing quickly 
and starting to see fruit blossom in 
so many facets of our ministry as 
we equip more and more people to 
transform divisive cultural issues 
into catalysts for deeper discipleship. 
Here’s just a scent of the fruit to come:

• We completed a draft of The 
Colossian Way curriculum, 
are currently piloting it in 10 
churches and schools across 
the country and launched a 
corresponding website (www.

colossianway.org). We’re excited 
that The Colossian Way is inviting 
believers into a new way of 
engaging divisive issues within 
their local context.

• We’re finalizing teachFASTly.
com, a faith and science 
resource for high school Bible 
and science teachers. Teaching 
FASTly means going beyond 
competing truth claims made 
by science and religion to make 
deeper connections of how we 
practice science and faith based 
on whether our practices are 
cultivating the virtues we need to 
better love God and neighbor. 

• We’re crafting several new books 
that will share the miracles we’ve 
witnessed over the last 5 years 
of ministry. The first, a vision-
casting book, will feature TCF’s 
unique story of engaging conflict 

as an opportunity for spiritual 
growth; and the second will be 
co-authored by two Christian 
scientists with differing views on 
human origins.

As you can see, our work is beginning 
to bloom and is poised to capture the 
imaginations of an even wider circle 
of believers desperate for hope and 
a way forward in engaging issues 
that divide us. We are grateful and 
humbled to grow alongside you in 
these efforts. 

Thank you for your continued 
support. We can’t wait to see what God 
has in store this spring and beyond!

Peace of Christ, 

Michael Gulker
President

Dear Friends,


